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Finland:

Katja Eloranta / Minna Koskenvuo / Virve Pentikäinen 14.09.2022

Gilles Vassal Feb 16/2022



− Each prospective ITCC center has to apply for ITCC accreditation.

− The purpose of the accreditation is to ensure applicant´s:

• Compliance with GCP guidelines

• Adequate facilities and resources to conduct phase I/II studies

• Establishment as a moderate/large paediatric oncology centres treating patients in 

Phase III international collaborative trials.

− ITCC expects a minimum recruitment: each ITCC center should recruit at least one 

patient for 75% of the ongoing ITCC trials in their center
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ITCC ACCREDITATION
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ITCC strategy to support pediatric clinical trials
- Support at any stage of development

- The earliest the best
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Improving access of patients to available trials

→ Patient´s acces to innovation project
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Description

- 5 pediatric oncology centers

- 2 ITCC centers

- Tampere University Hospital

- Helsinki University Hospital

- 150 new patients/year

- Estimated number of patients in relapse: 30

ITCC activity in Finland 2015 – 2021

- 1 patient enrolled in ITCC trials in Finland (more

patients sent abroad to ITCC trials)

- 2 ITCC trials currently opened to accrual in the

country in Tampere center
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- 2 ITCC centers, frequent information and tumor entity leads

- Proposal from ITCC → the two ITCC centers discuss where to open

- Networking within NOPHO (Nordic Society of Paediatric Haematology and Oncology)

• Updated list of early phase trials on NOPHO website

• NOPHO Match to discuss difficult cases on demand

• Easy referral of patients to ITCC centers in other Nordic countries

- Problems:

• Geographically large country with sparse population

• Reluctance of Pharma to open trials

• Off label use is rather easy and paid by hospital following permission
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CURRENT PATIENTS´ACCESS TO INNOVATION IN FINLAND
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- Opening more trials (Helsinki recently started opening ITCC trials)

- Setting up a systematic discussion of patients at relapse

- Sending patients abroad

- Through national in-house sequencing and Nordic collaboration (methylation

analysis in Copenhagen)

- Through INFORM trial now covered by municipal funding in 4/5 centers

- Through iCAN-PEDI project in Helsinki – in-house sequencing funded by

research grants and pharma partners towards a platform for all Finnish patients

→ Most patients at relapse have access to molecular profiling
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ACCESS TO TUMOR MOLECULAR PROFILING IN FINLAND

HOW TO INCREASE PATIENTS´S ACCESS TO INNOVATION IN FINLAND
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Clinical Trial Unit

New Children's Hospital

Helsinki University Hospital



• Clinical trial unit pysician (MD, PhD) 

(50%)

• Senior planning officer (80%)

• 3 Research nurses (3 x 100%)

6.10.2022 Esittäjä18

CTU-HEMA STARTED 2/2021 TO OPEN AND CONDUCT
CLINICAL TRIALS IN PEDIATRIC HEMATOLOGY-ONCOLOGY
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HUS CTU-HEMA ONGOING CLINICAL TRIALS 9/2022

Academic sponsor National PI

AllTogether1 M. Taskinen/HUS Recruiting

IntReALL SR 2010 P. Lähteenmäki/TYKS

IntReALL HR 2010 P. Lähteenmäki/TYKS Recruiting

NOPHO DBH AML 2012 K. Jahnukainen/HUS Recruiting, randomization paused

SIOP PNET5 MB V. Pentikäinen/HUS Active, not recruiting any more

SIOP Ependymoma II S. Långström/HUS Recruiting

LBL 2018 K. Vepsäläinen/KYS Recruiting

B-NHL2013 P. Huttunen/HUS Recruiting

rEECur J. Kanerva/HUS Recruiting

EsPhALL2017 O. Lohi/TAYS Recruiting

Commercial sponsor PI

CASSIOPEIA (CART f2) K. Vettenranta/HUS Recruitment paused

BIANCA (CART f2) K. Vettenranta/HUS Recruitment paused

PAVO (CART follow-up) K. Vettenranta/HUS
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Academic sponsor National PI Start

ATRT01 S. Långström/HUS 2023

BIOMEDE2.0 ITCC-051 V. Pentikäinen/HUS 2022-2023

SIOP HRMB V. Pentikäinen/HUS 2022

HRNBL2 M. Koskenvuo/HUS 2023

iEuroEwing J. Kanerva/HUS 2023

Interfant -21 O. Lohi/TAYS

IntReALL 2020 S. Ryhänen/HUS 2023

Loggic Core P. Lähteenmäki/TAYS 2022

PROTEICO M. Koskenvuo/HUS 2023?

SCRIPT-AML S. Ryhänen/HUS 2023

YCMB-LR V. Pentikäinen/HUS 2023

SIOP YCMB-HR A. Suominen/HUS 2023-2024

Commercial sponsor National PI

ITCC-098 BrigaPED (f1-2) A. Kyrönlahti/HUS 2022

ITCC-059 (inotutsumab, f1-2) M. Koskenvuo/HUS 2022

LOGGIC Firefly K. Nordfors/TAYS 2023

ON-TRK V. Pentikäinen/HUS 2022

ITCC-01 PedAL (venetoclax, f3,) P. Huttunen/HUS 2022

Pfizer B1931036 (IntReaLL

inotutsumab)

S. Ryhänen/HUS 2023

HUS CTU-HEMA UPCOMING CLINICAL TRIALS 2022-2023
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THANK YOU

Katja Eloranta

ped.hema-ctu@hus.fi

PhD, Senior Planning Officer, Pediatric Clinical Trial Unit

Division Pediatric Hematology-Oncology and Stem Cell 

Transplantation, Helsinki University Hospital


